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More than a Magazine 

PRINT | Huskers Illustrated Magazine 

Huskers Illustrated Magazine, the original publication 
dedicated to Nebraska athletics, is in its 31st year of 
publication, An annual subscription includes our annual 


football yearbook (pictured). 
To Subscribe: printsubscriber.huskersillustrated.com 


DIGITAL | Huskers Illustrated Magazine 
Our new digital edition of the magazine can be viewed 
on your computer, iPad or Android tablet. The digital 
edition includes bonus photos not found in the print 
edition, as well as bonus digital issues. Perfect for the 


fan that doesn't want to wait for the mail! 
To Subscribe: www.zinio.com/huskers 


INTERNET | Huskersillustrated.com 
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news, game reports, recruit databases, recruit rankings, video highlights and 


Follow Nebraska 24 hours a day 
at huskersillustrated.com and 
with our new Intemet partner 
247Sports.com. Get breaking 


photo galleries. HI's FREE message board, The Bone Yard, is quickly setting a new 
standard for forums in college sports. $9.95 per month. 7-day free trial available. 


RADIO | Huskers Illustrated Radio Show 
RADIO; HI Radio has gone daily! Join = 
host Chris Schmidt and Nick Handley 
Monday-Friday, from 4-6 p.m. on 1480 AM 
in Lincoln and 900 KJSK in Columbus. The 
Saturday show runs from 7-9 a.m. on 1620 
AM in Omaha and 1480 AM in Lincoln. The 
popular show features engaging interviews 
with recruits and other popular sports 


personalities. 


LIVE STREAMING/PODCAST: Live streaming of the show is available at 
espn1480.com and 1620thezone.com. Just click the “Listen Live” button. Miss 
a show? Just go to the iTunes store and search for “Huskers Illustrated” 


IPAD APP | HI Vault 

i} Got that new iPad and looking for Husker 
content? Huskers Illustrated has the best Husker 
iPad apps available on the iTunes stores. Browse 
through our latest photos or all of our covers 
from the past 30-plus years! Just search Huskers 
Illustrated in the iTunes store and start enjoying the photography that 
has made us famous! 


SOCIAL MEDIA | Facebook & Twitter 
Join the thousands of other Husker fans that follow 


Huskers Illustrated online. Follow us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/huskersillustratedfan or on twitter at 
twitter.com/hillustrated. 
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ON THE COVER 

Rex Burkhead was Nebraska's go-to-guy on 
offense during the 2011 season. He always 
seemed to respond with the toughest yards at 
the most critical times during Nebraska's Big 
Ten initiation. However, for one Nebraska family, 
Burkhead was more than a star Husker. He was 
an inspiration. With that in mind, Burkhead was 
named Huskers Illustrated's first-ever Husker of 
the Year. proto sy AARON BABCOCK 
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A HUSKER TO 
BE PROUD OF 


Burkhead is named first- 
ever Husker of the Year 


Our February issue is typically dedicated 
to our coverage of Nebraska's bowl game. 
And despite the disappointing result of the 
Capital One Bowl, we have provided the same 
coverage you've come to expect. 

But this year, we hope to start a new 
tradition. Frankly, it’s long overdue. Each 
year we will honor a Husker that is not only 
a standout on the field, but portrays character 
traits that have defined many of the great 
athletes to play for Nebraska. 

And while there are a number of great 
candidates, Rex Burkhead was the easy 
choice for the inaugural honor. His tenacity 
on the field, his academic excellence and his 
selflessness away from football define what we 
hope this award will be known for. 

Please take the time to read Randy York’s 
feature on Burkhead’s impact on the Hoffman 
family, in particular, their young son Jack. It 
not only puts sports in perspective, but allows 
us to see the power one individual can make. 

While I could write a number of great things 
about Burkhead, | think it means more from 
those who are around him on a day-to-day 
basis. Here are some of our favorite quotes 
about Burkhead from the past season: 


Bo Pelini, head coach (10-24-11) 

“He’s the same every day. It doesn’t matter 
if it’s a practice or a walk-through or whatever 
it may be. He prepares the right way and plays 
with an attitude. He’s a leader. I think Rex, 
pound-for-pound, is as good of a football 
player that you can be around. It shows in how 
he plays on Saturdays.” 


Barney Cotton, offensive line coach (11-25-11) 
“He's tough. He’s the guy you want to stand 
in the alley with, that you want to give the ball 
to when you need 2 (yards); he'll get you 3. 
He’s that guy. He might not be the fastest or 
the biggest or the prettiest. But he's that guy.” 


Ron Brown, running backs coach (10-22-11) 

“He has a clock that goes off, or some type 
of alarm that goes off in his brain, that says: 
‘I’m about to get tackled for a loss and it ain’t 
going to happen; it ain’t happening. I ain't 
going to let it happen.’ And I think he takes 


tremendous pride in not letting it happen. He 
becomes a wild animal. You cage him up and 
he becomes a wild animal.” 


Aaron Green, freshman running back (9-19-11) 

“Rex brings a lot. He leads by example. He 
teaches us a lot. He’s very humble. He’s a better 
person than he is a player, if you get to know 
him. He brings a lot. He is a leader, the head of 
our running backs,” 


Tim Marlowe, junior wide receiver (10-3-11) 
“Rex is a great leader. I'll follow him any 
day.” 


Lavonte David, senior linebacker, (11-25-11) 

“He’s been working here since day one, 
working hard since day one, and I know I’m 
an older guys, but | kind of look up to Rex 
because of his work ethic, the things he (does) 
day in and day out. , . Rex is competitive, man. 
That's the guy you want to help you get better. 
That's the guy you go against.” 


Jared Crick, senior defensive tackle (11-25-11) 

“When you first saw Rex, he’s so little, but | 
think that’s what really drives Rex, just for the 
fact that people have been calling him little, 
telling him he can't do anything, and he just 
goes out there and tries to prove them wrong. 
Just seeing Rex for the first time, seeing him 
practice and work out for the first time, which 
was probably the coolest thing for me because 
the kid’s just a warrior, not only on the field but 
in the weight room, He’s just always striving 
to be first in everything, and once you saw his 
competitiveness, how he would compete with 
Roy (Helu, Jr.), who's a competitive guy, so just 
seeing them duke it out during the off-season, 
you knew Rex was going to be special.” N 


Send me your comments or story ideas to aaron(a 


huskerstllustrated.com. 
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MIT 


Penn State 


Stanford 


Augustana (Ill.) 


Emory 
Bucknell 
Texas 


Florida 


Notre Dame 


173 
{7/2 
159 
135 
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121 
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BY MIKE BABCOCK 

Junior I-back Rex Burkhead admitted earning Academic All- 
America honors was a goal, “something | definitely had in mind 
coming into this season after seeing (Austin) Cassidy win it last 
year,” he said. 

Cassidy, a senior safety, proved to be a good role model, earn- 


FIVE WITH 


ing first-team honors 
for a second consec- 
utive year, the 14th 
Cornhusker football 
player to do so. 
Burkhead joined 
him on the first team. 
In addition, Sean 
Fisher was selected 
to the second team. 
The junior linebacker 
has a perfect 4.0 cu- 
mulative grade-point 
average with a dou- 
ble major (business 
administration/pre- 


TWO-TIME FIRST-TEAM ACADEMIC 
FOOTBALL ALL-AMERICANS 

Bob Oberlin, C 

Ted Harvey, DB 

Randy Schleusener, OG 

Dave Rimington, C 

Scott Strasburger, DE 

Rob Stuckey, DL 

Mark Blazek, DB 

Mike Stigge, P 


Terry Connealy, NT 
Rob Zatechka, OT 
Grant Wistrom, RE 
Joel Makovicka, FB 
Kyle Vanden Bosch, RE 
Austin Cassidy, S 


1996-97 
1997-98 


medicine). 

Fisher, Burkhead and Cassidy also earned Academic All- 
District VII recognition, as did junior tight end Ben Cotton and 
sophomore offensive guard Spencer Long. Nebraska’s five all- 
district honorees were the best in the nation. 

“It's pretty cool,” Cassidy said of being a two-time, first-team 
Academic All-American. “But | would have to say it’s more of a 
testament to the way | was raised, my parents, and also Coach Bo’s 
(Pelini) emphasis here and the people in the academic offices, 
Dennis Leblanc; they're always on us. 

“It's really just more of a testament to those guys.” 

Leblanc is Nebraska’s senior associate athletic director for 
academics. Burkhead mentioned him specifically, as well, as a 
factor in his academic success. He “does a great job in the academic 
advisor department, and he keeps us on track,” Burkhead said. 

So have his parents, always preaching “the importance of 
school work growing up,” said Burkhead. 

Nebraska’s nation-leading total of first-team CoSIDA Academic 
All-America selections in football is now 67, and its total in all 
sports is 291 — including 12 in other sports this season. 

Cassidy played as a graduate student, after earning a degree 
in psychology in May, beginning work toward an MBA and 
carrying a 4.0 GPA. Burkhead began the semester as a secondary 
education major but switched to history two weeks in to facilitate 
graduating in December. 

“I'm trying to stay on that track,” said Burkhead, who has a 3.38 
GPA. 

His minor is education now, with a long-range career goal of 
teaching and coaching. 


Visit the NEW Huskerslllustrated.com 


HUSKER TIES 


Turner Gill landed at Liberty University in 
Lynchburg, Va., after a 5-19 record in two seasons 
at Kansas. Here are five others with connections to 
Nebraska who had more success in 2011. 


FRANK SOLICH 

Ohio capped a 10-4 season with the first bowl vic- 
tory in school history, 24-23 over Utah State in the 
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl. The victory was No. 50 
for Solich at Ohio. 


CRAIG BOHL 

Bohl’s 13-1 and No, 2-ranked North Dakota State team 
defeated top-ranked Sam Houston State (14-0) in the 
FCS championship game at Frisco, Texas, on Jan. 7. 


LANCE LEIPOLD 
An administrative assistant for Frank Solich (2001-03), 
Leipold has built a power at Wisconsin-Whitewater, 


his alma mater. The Warhawks won a third consecu- 
tive Division III title and extended their winning 
streak to 45 games. 


MICKEY JOSEPH 
4 The former Husker quarterback (1988-91) served as 
interim head coach at NAIA Langston University and 
led the Lions to a 7-3 record and a share of the CSFL 


championship. 


JERRY MOORE 
The former Husker assistant (1973-78) has coached at 
Appalachian State for 23 seasons. The Mountaineers, 


who won three consecutive I-AA titles from 2005-07, 
were 8-4, losing in the first round of the FCS playoffs. 
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John Papuchis was 
on the sideline for the 
Capital One Bowl 
instead of watching 
from above, a reflec- 
tion of his new role 
as defensive coordina- 
tor. More specifically, 
he was animated on 
the sideline. 

“T think part of 
your role is being 
that cheerleader, 
being that guy that 
is, you know, keep- 
ing guys up-beat and 
positive no matter 
what’s happening 
out there,” he said. 


rumors about his 


ANIMATED COORDI 


Bo Pelini on mid-December 


Boligzeatee =? 


“Obviously, they 
know when some- 
thing doesn’t work 
out right, but foot- 
ball is a game of 125 
plays or 130 plays, 
where each play 
you've got to play as 
its own individual 
entity. You can’t 
carry over things 
that happened the 
series before. You’ve 
got to move on and 
do the best you can 
going forward. 

“And that’s what 
we try to preach to 


our guys.” 


interviewing at Penn State 


“There’s all kinds of speculation all 


the time. | don’t address all those 


rumors and irresponsible reports that 


are going on. If | addressed every 


coaching job, every opening that was 
going on in the country, | wouldn’t do 


anything else.” 
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UNWANTED 
ATTENTION 


Even though he was named 
Big Ten Defensive Back of the 
Year, senior Alfonzo Dennard 
wasn't a semifinalist for the 
Thorpe Award, a reflection of 
the fact that he didn’t get the na- 
tional attention he deserved, at 
least in the opinion of coach Bo 
Pelini, who said those who vote 
for such awards would be “hard- 
pressed” to come up with “a 
better (collegiate) corner in the 
United States than” Dennard. 

“| think he’ll get his due come 
the draft,” Pelini said. 

Dennard might not have 
helped his draft status after being 
ejected near the end of the third 
quarter of the Capital One Bowl 
for an altercation with South 
Carolina wide receiver Alshon 
Jeffery — who also was ejected. 
After the game, Dennard apolo- 
gized for his actions. 

“That’s not the type of person 
Iam,” he said. 

He is an outstanding corner, 
however. “Me, personally, | 
think he’s a first-team All- 
American, but obviously, I don’t 
vote for that,” Pelini said before 
the team left for Orlando. “I 
think he’s a tremendous football 
player, and he’s been a great 
player and a great leader in our 
program.” 

“T was disappointed for 
Alfonzo because that’s how his 
career at Nebraska ended,” said 
new defensive coordinator John 
Papuchis. “I was disappointed 
that he wasn’t able to walk off 
the field with his teammates.” 


YOU HEARD IT 


SIDELINES 


GRAD STUDENTS 

Baker Steinkuhler considered 
himself organized in high school, 
academically speaking anyway. 
“I've always kind of done the 
right things in academics,’ the 
junior defensive tackle said. 

“It’s something that | kind of 
took pride in, and a lot of other 
guys that are graduating early, 
too, kind of just took pride in 
their academics a little bit. And 
it’s paid off for them’ 

The other guys to whom he 
referred were tight end Ben 
Cotton, linebacker Will Compton 
and defensive ends Josh 
Williams and Kenny Anderson, 
all juniors like him. 

They were among 15 Husker 
football players who received 
degrees in December, earning 
their degrees in 3/2 years, which 
means that all five will play next 
season as graduate students. 

“It's just something that 
kind of fell into place?’ said 
Steinkuhler. “| mean, | never 
really took time off. | never 
really took semesters off, and 
it’s just something that kind of 
happened.’ 

He“kind of grinded though it,’ 
he said. “It wasn’t that difficult, 
took my 15 hours each semester, 
and then you take summer 
classes and it goes by really fast.’ 

Nebraska‘s roster for the 
Capital One Bowl included 17 
graduates. In addition to the 15 
who finished degrees in the fall 
semester, Austin Cassidy and 
Jared Crick had already received 
degrees. 

The first Husker to compete 
as a grad student was George 
Andrews, a defensive end 
and co-captain in 1978. There 
could have been others before 
him, but until January of 1978, 
NCAA rules allowed only 
undergraduate student-athletes 
to compete. Prior to that, fifth- 
year seniors had to delay 
graduation and enroll for 
classes they wouldn't 
have needed to take 
otherwise. 


| 620 AM - www.1620thezone.com 


THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES 


Among Nebraska’s 20-mem- 
ber active senior class, 12 had 
earned degrees before the Capi- 
tal One Bowl, and all of the 
others were on track to gradu- 
ate by next August. 

Even though they’re prepared 
for life after football, it won't be 
easy for some who don’t continue 
to play professionally. “You talk 
to former players and every- 
body’s different,” senior fullback 
Tyler Legate (pictured), a three- 
time academic all-conference 
honoree, said late in the season. 
“Some guys are happy when 
they’re done because it’s been 
such a long grind . . . (some) get 
depressed. Sometimes, it takes 
guys five years to wish they were 


back doing it again. So I don't 
know how I'll be, I guess. 

“T still want to be in sports, 
like a high school football] 
coach or wrestling coach. I'll 
still be within the sport some- 
how, so I probably won't miss it 
as much. I'll just miss the guys, 
being around teammates and 
getting to know people from 
a lot of different backgrounds 
and stuff. 

“That'll probably be one of 
the things I miss the most.” 

Nebraska won at least nine 
games in each of the past four 
seasons, one of only eight 
schools nationally to accom- 
plish that, with a combined 
record of 38-16. 


CAPTAINS AND 
AWARD WINNERS 


Senior linebacker 
Lavonte David, junior 
|-back Rex Burkhead 
and junior place-kicker 
and punter Brett Ma- 
her were named Ne- 
braska’s 2011 season 
captains. Their selec- 
tions were announced 
at the 
team ban- 
quet on 
Dec. 16. 
David and 
Burkhead 


also were 


named 
the team’s 
co-MVPs 
as well 

as shar- 
ing the award as team 
Lifter of the Year. The 
team’s other awards: 
Offensive MVP, sopho- 
more quarterback 


Taylor Martinez; 
Defensive MVP, senior 
cornerback Alfonzo 
Dennard; Special 
Teams MVP, Maher; 
Walk-on MVP, sopho- 
more offensive guard 
Spencer Long; Scout 
Team MVPs, freshman 
Bronson Marsh and 
sophomore Wil Rich- 
ards. David was voted 
the Guy 
Chamber- 
lin Trophy. 
| Defensive 
tackle 


« Terrence 
i Moore 
4 andcen- 
ter Mike 
Caputo 
were co- 
winners of 
the Tom Novak Award, 
and defensive tackle 
Jared Crick received 
the Fischer Native Son 
Award. 


VACABLEIGUY, 


REPORT UNDERAGE 
DRINKING 
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BO ON THE OFFENSIVE 


A Pennsylvania newspaper reported in 


late December that Bo Pelini had talked with 
Penn State officials about the Nittany Lions’ 
heading coaching job. So when he talked 
with reporters after the final Capital One Bowl 
practice in Lincoln, he began: “All right, guys, 
first of all, there’s some... the irresponsible 
reports out there aren't true. | have not 
interviewed for Penn State.” 

And, he added: “I'm not saying anything 


anymore on that.” 


YOUTH 


By the bowl game, Nebraska's youth 
couldn't be an excuse. And offensive 
coordinator Tim Beck didn’t mean it that 
way. “It’s youth in handling a week off in 
Florida, preparing for a game, being focused, 
in the heat, against a good opponent, all 
game; that’s youth,’ he said. “It’s not youth 
when they play. It’s handling everything 
else leading up to the game so they can stay 
focused through the entire ball game because 
they're prepared. They prepared themselves 
the right way.” 


MORE ACADEMICS 


Austin Cassidy, Rex Burkhead and Sean Fisher 
were among 27 Husker football players who 
earned Academic All-Big Ten recognition. Fisher 
was among only four with a 4.0 GPA. 


All-America 
Accolades 


Senior linebacker LAVONTE 
DAVID was named a first-team 
All-American by both the American 
Football Coaches Association 
(AFCA) and CBSSports.com and 
a second-team All-American by 
the Walter Camp Foundation. He 
was the Butkus-Fitzgerald Big Ten 
Linebacker of the Year, as well as 
a finalist for the Butkus Award, a 
semifinalist for the Chuck Bednarik 
Award and a quarterfinalist for the 
Lott Trophy. 


Senior defensive back Lance Thorell earned 
academic all-conference honors for a fourth time, 
Cassidy, Cotton, senior offensive tackle Marcel 
Jones, senior fullback Tyler Legate, senior tight 
end Jay Martin and junior defensive back Justin 
Blatchford for a third time. 

Burkhead, senior linebacker Jim Ebke and junior 
linebacker Will Compton earned all-conference 
honors for a second time. 

Nebraska was second to Northwestern in 
football honorees. 

Overall, 55 Husker student-athletes earned 
Academic All-Big Ten honors during the fall 
semester, including 12 in soccer, 10 in cross country 
and six in volleyball. Senior cross country runner 
Katie White and sophomore soccer player Amy 
Swearer also have maintained 4.0 GPAs. 


INTERNAL DISCIPLINE 


Senior center Mike Caputo and junior 
defensive end Eric Martin played in the 
Capital One Bowl despite off-the-field issues. 
Both were disciplined internally. “As | have 
stated before, we run a disciplined football 
program based on accountability, and our 
track record off the field and in the classroom 
stacks up well against anyone in the country,’ 
Bo Pelini said in a statement regarding 
Caputo. “Our players trust that | handle 
discipline in our program in a fair manner, 
and that | will make an informed decision 
after looking at the facts of each situation 


independently.” 
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Proudly serving Nebraska 
athletes for over 50 years 


6900 A Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68510 


402 436 2000 * www.ortholinc.com 


Find us on Facebook F 


Steppin 


moved to the front of the 
running backs’ freshman class 
late in the season, according 
to running backs coach Ron 
Brown. 

“Those other guys are very 
talented kids, and they should 
be very good players before 
it’s all done,” he said. “(But) | 
felt like, ‘Who's the next guy 
in when Rex (Burkhead) goes 
down?’ 

“In my brain, as | watch it 
every day in practice, Ameer.” 
Abdullah played in every 

game, carrying 42 times 
for 150 yards and three 
touchdowns, with 12 of the 
carries (for 35 yards) coming 


in the final regular-season 
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game against lowa. 

One of his touchdowns 
came in the Capital One Bowl, 
but he also lost a fumble. 

Braylon Heard, who dealt 
with injuries and played in 
only seven games, carried 25 
times for 114 yards and one 
touchdown. And Aaron Green, 
who played in all but one 
game, carried 24 times for 105 
yards and two touchdowns, 
with another on a pass 
reception. 

“There are certain things 
| want Aaron in on, and 
a couple of things | want 
Braylon in on. But play in 
and play out, if Rex is down 
and just a normal situation, 


Ameer's the guy,’ Brown said. 


The three freshmen 
combined for about one- 
third the carries of Burkhead. 
When games were close, “| 
want my best pass protector 
in there, my best ball-security 
guy in there,” said Brown. “It’s 
hard to take Rex out in those 
situations. So they've just 
got to learn, ‘I've got to bea 
reliable guy." 

There were rumors during 
the season that Green, in 
particular, might consider 
transferring because of lack 
of playing time. However, 
Brown told the Lincoln Journal 
Star in mid-December that he 
expected all three to return 
next season. “| know you hear 


all kinds of things,” he said. 
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YAY, WINTER! 


Everyone knows winter in 
Nebraska is awesome. Don’t 
listen to the lies. 

Okay, sure, the tempera- 
ture sometimes dips below 70 


degrees. But scientists have 


proven that Nebraska-winter air 
actually adds to your lifespan 
and trims a second off your 
40-yard dash time. Perhaps 
that’s why the Olympic Training 
facility is in Nebraska. And why 
there’s never been a single NFL 
first round draft pick who hasn't 
spent at least one 
February training in 


Nebraska. And why 


So when 
you’ve broken 
your back and 


Anyway, folks, we can make 
it through this if we all stick to- 
gether. That’s what Nebraskans 
do. It’s in our song. We stick 
together in all sorts of weather. 
Especially winter, when we 
must huddle together in groups 
of five just to keep from being 
knocked over by the wind. 

Those folks down in the SEC 
are the epitome of fair weather 
fans. Mostly because they enjoy 
a full year of fair weather. And 
no, it’s not fair. It’s not fair that 
some of us will 
experience our 


first heart attacks 


friends and planning who to 

eat first if the snowplows never 
come, but out loud, we're able to 
bond over discussing this year’s 
recruits and next year’s team. 

It's why 60,000 of us will 
show up for a glorified scrim- 
mage each April. It’s a big party 
celebrating the fact that we 
survived another winter. We can 
look at each other and smile, 
knowing that even better days 
lie ahead. 

So when you've broken your 
back and don’t know how you're 
going to get up off your icy 
driveway, that’s what you should 
be thinking about. Think about 
how the players are pushing 
themselves in winter condition- 
ing. Think about the Spring 


Game. Think about trolling 


way. How’s the rehab going. 


anyway? Seventy-percent mobil- 
ity? That's great. Keep up the 
good work. 

And that goes for the rest of 
you. Stay positive. Help each 
other out. Keep moving forward 
no matter what Mother Nature 
throws at you and what your 
cabin-fever induced brain tries 
to tell you. Before you know it, 
spring will be here. God willing. 

OK, you can unlock the door 
now. If you pass any lingering 
recruits in the hallway, be sure 
to fake a smile. 


“Tim Siedell is a writer and 


humorist whose first book, “Marching 
Bands Are Just Homeless Orchestras” 


is available now through Amazon. 


Follow him on Twitter: @ 


badbanana. 


the Playboy bunnies don’t know while shoveling this 
spend their winters how you’re winter. Or that some 
in Nebraska looking going to get of our parents will 
for boyfriends. up off your break hips while go- 
Whew. OK. Are icy driveway, ing to the mailbox to 
all the recruits gone? that’s what get a postcard from 
Good. Someone you should friends in Florida. 


lock the door. Pull 

your chairs in close. 
This one’s going 

to be rough, folks. 

I know we all just 

want to fast forward 


to next football 


be thinking 
about. Think 
about how 
the players 
are pushing 
themselves in 
winter condi- 


Or that when spring 
finally arrives, those 
of us who survive 
will have to deal 
with large potholes 
and even larger 


Winter-induced 


the message 
boards 

in the 
summer 
looking for 
tidbits on 
who bulked 
up and if 


anyone has 


season. There were tioning. Think potbellies. No, it’s 
a couple of tough about the not fair. 


losses back there. 
That volleyball loss 
was pretty painful, too. And I 
think we all know this first trip 
through the Big Ten in basket- 
ball isn’t going to get any better. 
And, of course, like every year, 
winter is trying to murder us. 
Speaking of which, where's 
Ted? Someone should check 
on him and make sure he’s not 
making another hedge maze 
in his backyard. That didn’t go 


well last year. 


Spring Game. 


But maybe that’s 
what makes Ne- 
braska football fans so unique. 

When we huddle together in 
a relative’s home because an ice 


storm has taken out our electric- 


ity and ruptured our water pipes, 


we don’t have NBA teams to 
talk about. In between conversa- 
tions about how long it'll take 
for someone to find our stranded 
cars on the side of I-80, we talk 
about Husker football. In our 


minds, we might be sizing up 
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been working | 
on their throwing 
mechanics in the 
off season. Think 
about the fall. 
Glorious, glori- 
ous fall. Whatever 
you do, don’t spend 
your time scream- 
ing for help because 
that will only tire you 
out and you'll need 
your strength to make it 
through the night. 
Right, Jerry? You 


learned that one the hard 


FEBRUARY 2012 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED [15 


‘XL Nebraska “id 


! SPORTS COUNCIL 


—_~ y ; 
py OC 


— 


SRRISEIED PARTICIPANTS IN 2011 
7 \ \ 


| Of . 
NEBRASKASPORTSCOUNCIL.COM 


aT a ~SaY 


2 


LEGENDS 


wk BANE 


THEBIGTENBEAT 


LEADERS 


eéueeoew 


Michigan, MSU help Big Ten save face 


Rival programs give conference its two most 
significant bow! WINS | teary couctass 


If not for Michigan and 


Michigan State, it would’ve 
been another very dreary 
bowl season for the Big Ten 
Conference as it had to rally to 
finish with a 4-6 record. 

And even that wasn’t easy. 

The Wolverines needed an 
overtime field goal to beat 
Virginia Tech 23-20 in the 
Sugar Bowl and the Spartans 
had to rally from a 16-point 
deficit before finally pulling 
out a 33-30 triple-overtime 
victory against Georgia one 
day earlier in the Outback 
Bowl. Purdue, which beat 
Western Michigan 37-32 in 
the Little Caesars Bowl, and 
Illinois, which defeated UCLA 
20-14 in the Fight Hunger 


Bowl, were the Big Ten’s other 
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bowl winners. 

Michigan State’s victory 
saved the Big Ten from 
a second consecutive 
embarrassing 0-5 performance 
in traditional New Year's 
Day bowl games. Penn State, 
Nebraska and Ohio State 
had already suffered losses 
before the Spartans won and 
Wisconsin later fell to Oregon 
45-38 in the Rose Bowl. 

The Big Ten’s 10 bowl 
opponents had a combined 
record of 88-37 (.704) and five 
of the conference’s bowl foes 
-- Houston, Georgia, South 
Carolina, Oregon and Virginia 
Tech -- had already reached 
double figures in victories 


prior to the bow! games. 


BECKMAN 
BUILDING 


New Illinois 
head coach 
Tim Beckman 
has hired three 
assistant coaches, 
including Jon 
Tenuta, who will 
serve as defensive 
coordinator for the 
Fighting Illini. 

Tenuta had been 
the linebackers 
coach at North 
Carolina State the 
past two seasons, 
but has a wealth 
of experience 
as defensive 
coordinator. He 
held that position 
previously at Notre 
Dame, Georgia 
Tech, North 
Carolina, Kansas 
State and Ohio 
State. 


Beckman’s other 
two assistants are 
Chris Beatty and 
Luke Butkus, who is 
expected to coach 
Illinois’ offensive 
line. Beatty's role 
on the coaching 
staff has yet to be 
announced. 


Butkus is the 
nephew of former 
Illinois All-American 
and NFL Hall of 
Fame linebacker 
Dick Butkus. 


Beckman took 
over for Ron Zook, 
who was fired after 
Illinois lost its final 
six regular-season 
games following a 
6-0 start. 
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BUCKEYES BANNED 

New Ohio State head coach Urban Meyer 
met with the Buckeyes the day after their 
Jan. 1 Gator Bowl loss to Florida. While 
many items were likely discussed, the topic 
that received the most attention was that 
Meyer reportedly banned his players from 
using Twitter, a popular social-networking 
Web site. 


BOWL REVIEW 


A recap of how Nebraska's Big Ten 


Conference peers fared in bowl games: 


> Little Caesars: Purdue (7-6) 
recovered two on-side kicks and 
Akeem Shavers rushed 22 times for 
149 yards in a 37-32 victory over 
Western Michigan. 


> Insight: James Vandenberg’s 
216 yards and two TDs passing 
weren't enough as lowa (7-6) fell to 
Oklahoma 31-14. 


>» Meineke Car Care: A furious 
rally by Northwestern (6-7) came up 
short in a 33-22 loss to Texas A&M 
as the Wildcats dropped their ninth 
consecutive bowl game. 


> Fight Hunger: Illinois (7-6) 
put an end to a six-game losing 
streak with a 20-14 victory over 
UCLA as Fighting Illini QB Nathan 
Scheelhaase finished with 249 total 
yards, 


> TicketCity: Penn State (9-4) 
had no answer for Houston QB Case 
Keenum, who completed 45-of-69 
pass attempts for 532 yards in the 
Cougars’ 30-14 victory. 


> Gator: Freshman Braxton Miller 
passed for 162 yards and two TDs, 
but Ohio State (6-7) never led ina 
24-17 loss to Florida. 


> Outback: Dan Conroy's 28-yard 
field goal was the difference as 
Michigan State (11-3) beat Georgia 
33-30 in triple overtime. 


> Rose: Wisconsin (11-3) gained 
508 total yards, but allowed 621 as 
Oregon rallied for a 45-38 victory in 
the highest-scoring Rose Bowl ever. 


> Sugar: Brendan Gibbons hit a 
37-yard field goal to lift Michigan 
(11-2) to a 23-20 overtime victory 


against Virginia Tech. 


Big Rex, Little Jack 
and their Worldwide 
Fan Club 


It wasn’t just his 1,357 rushing yards that 
earned Rex Burkhead the first-ever Husker of 
the Year award by Huskers Ilustrated. 


Sometimes, when everyone gets all wrapped up 
in championship games, bowl games and 10-win 
seasons, they miss things that transcend football. 
Eclipsing records is nice, but transforming lives 
is infinitely more important. The 2011 Nebraska 
football season’s most incredible story wasn’t the 
Huskers’ greatest comeback win in school history 
over Ohio State. It wasn’t the near shutout of 
Michigan State. It wasn’t even the far-reaching 
attention on a Nebraska running backs coach 
leading a pre-game prayer for Penn State players 
and coaches while the entire nation watched on 
television. 

No, the most incredible Nebraska football 
story of the year was Big Rex, Little Jack and 
the worldwide fan club they unintentionally 
created when they turned a meeting and simple 
lunch together last September into a friendship 
that has life-long ramifications and a worldwide 
support group that keeps growing and growing 
and growing. 

Big Rex is Rex Burkhead, Nebraska’s All-Big 
Ten Conference and Academic All-America 
running back who has, much to his chagrin, been 
called Superman because of his extraordinary 
powers, on and off the field. 

Little Jack is Jack Hoffman, a 6-year-old boy 
with brain cancer from Atkinson, Neb. 

Their worldwide fan club, a.k.a. Team Jack, 
is anywhere and everywhere you can imagine, 
and it waits for Andy Hoffman, Jack’s father, to 
post updates on the Team Jack Facebook page. 
On Sunday, Jan. 8, Andy posted this message 
on that site: “Three months ago today, on Oct. 
8th, Jack suffered 4 seizures. He hasn’t suffered 
one since!! Today is Day 92 and counting. We 
leave for Omaha tomorrow after work, then fly 
out Tuesday morning for Boston. We have 4 

“appointments and-an MRI Wednesday (Jack’s 

8th MRI in 8 months). Fly home on Thursday. 
We are getting nervous, but trusting the Lord. 
/ Thank eee for SoppnnioR to pray for Jack.” 


and comments are from 
people Andy Hoffman and 
his wife Bri have never met. 
They are just random Husker 
fans, proving once again that 
Team Jack Facebook has 
“viral” status, as defined by 
Facebook. 

“You cannot imagine 
how uplifting this is,’ Andy 
“While 


the local support has been awesome, it’s 


Hoffman _ said. 


overwhelming to feel the support of a country 
and sometimes, the support of people outside 
the country. And it’s all thanks to Rex.” 

Ah yes, the incredible Rex Burkhead and 
the incredible story he has helped create since 
Keith Zimmer, Nebraska’s associate athletic 
director for Life Skills, asked him if he would 
like to meet Jack, show him around and have 
lunch with him the week before Nebraska 
played at Wyoming. Rex wore a red “Team 
Jack-Pray” wristband that particular game. 
He had an awesome game and wore it the rest 
of the season. Countless teammates and their 
parents also wore Team Jack wristbands and 
joined the movement that now includes 3,000 
Team Jack Facebook members and 45,000 
visits to the Caring Bridge Website that also 
chronicles his progress. 

For obvious reasons, most big-name- 
athlete-sick-child meetings are heart-felt and 
well-intentioned but rarely result in much 
more than photographs, autographs and a 
sincere desire to keep kids in their thoughts 
and prayers. The relationship between Rex 
and Jack is genuine. It went beyond that and 
has surpassed all normal boundaries: Even 
Rex's mom, dad and grandparents are faithful 
followers of Team Jack. Even though Rex 
and Jack have spent almost all of their time 


> Rushed for 1357 yards, seventh most in 
school history, on 284 carries, second most 
in school history behind only Lawrence 
Phillips (286 in 1994). 

> Moved up to 12th all-time at Nebreska in 
rushing with 2.654 yards, 89 short of the 
top 10. 

> Scored 17 touchdowns, 15 rushing and two 


receiving. 
» First-team All-Big Ten 
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together outside a camera’s 
eye, both were willing to 
go against that policy when 
Jack and his parents visited 
a pre-Capital One Bowl team 
practice in December. 

“Rex seems to enjoy 
the innocence and non- 
suffocating personality of 
Jack, and Jack just loves Rex 
because he’s great to him and 
has taken a sincere interest in him,” Jack’s 
father said. “Jack got very excited every time 
Rex wore that wristband. Jack thinks about 
Rex all the time. He'll carve a pumpkin in his 
name and put a No. 22 jersey on every picture 
he ever colors in school. Rex has been that 
uplifting for Jack.” 

That’s because a very shy Jack hit it off 
immediately with the soft-spoken Rex. “I 
think Rex was surprised to see a little boy 
facing so much and still be in such great 
spirits,” Andy said. “Jack realizes how big 
a deal this is in his life. He knows he’s been 
blessed with a great thing, and he’s just very 
humble about it all. What Rex Burkhead has 
done for our family cannot accurately be put 
into words. There are no words. It’s been 
emotionally and spiritually uplifting not only 
for Jack, but his sisters and his parents. Jack 
is not an attention-getter, He’s very modest, 
quiet and easy to love with all your heart.” 

Rex is so open and so warm that Jack 
quickly warmed up to him and came out of 
his shell. “That was .a beautiful thing to watch 
and continues to be,” Jack’s father said. “In 
fact, Rex was more excited about seeing Rex 
in-Orlando than he was about going to Disney 
World.” 

And why wouldn't he be? He got to stay in 


the same hotel with Superman. 
by Randy York 


Burkhead in 2011 


First-team Academic All-American 
Season co-captain 

Co-Team MVP 
Co-Lifter of the Year 

Doak Welker Award semifinalist 
School-record 38 carries vs lowa 
Tied school record with TDs in 10 
consecutive games 

» Academic All-District Vil 

» Academic All-BigTen 
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Burkhead 
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Kaczenskis path to 
Lincoln a wild ride 


BY MICHAEL BRUNTZ 


Rick Kaczenski’s wild month started in Lincoln on Nov. 
25. 

That day, Kaczenski coached his first game in Nebraska's 
Memorial Stadium as lowa’s defensive line coach. The 
Huskers dominated the line of scrimmage, but Kaczenski’s 
month was only beginning. 

The next day. his wile gave birth to the couple’s second 
child, a daughter named Sophia. 

A month later, the 36-year-old Kaczenski was back in 
Lincoln boarding a flight for Orlando, Fla., for the Capital 


One Bowl as Nebraska's new defensive line coach. 
“It’s been a heck of a month, and I'm very appreciative of — **f think he’s 
the opportunity to come down to Lincoln,” he said when he tty black. 
. - —— 5 ‘ r aCcK- 
met with reporters for the first time during bowl practices pretty biac 
in Orlando, and-white. 
Kaczenski said the opportunity to coach under Bo Pelini 
“ter ; These are the 
and improve as a defensive coach attracted him most about 


coming to Nebraska. Kaczenski earned a reputation as a expectations, 
rising name in college coaching during his time at lowa. this is what 


He recruited in Florida and tutored the defensive talent that 
came to Iowa City -- seven defensive linemen under his we have to do 


tutelage went on to sign NFL contracts, including defensive 


to get there, 


end Adrian Clayborn, who was a first-round pick in the 
2011 NFL Draft. now let’s go 

On the sidelines, Kaczenski has a reputation as an out there and 
intense coach who is very black-and-white with his players. 


ti do it.” 
Nebraska strength coach James Dobson became friends . 
James Dobson on 


Rick Kaczenski 


with Kaczenski when the two were at lowa. 

“T think he’s pretty black-and-white.” Dobson said. 
“These are the expectations, this is what we have to do to get there, now let’s go out 
there and do it. There's not a lot of gray area, and the biggest thing is developing 
those relationships and guys buying into what he’s doing. They believe in what he’s 
doing, and he’s very good at doing it.” 

It’s the same approach he learned as a center at Notre Dame under legendary 
offensive line coach Joe Moore. Kaczenski started his career at tight end but moved 
to center where he played in 40 games as an undersized center with a reputation as a 
dogged competitor. 


“He was 6-foot-4, 258 pounds playing center at Notre Dame and never missed a 


game.” former Notre Dame center Jon 
Spickelmier said of his Irish teammate. 
“He was an amazing player -- the kind of 
guy everybody wanted on their team.” 
Kaczenski had one-year stints coaching 
offensive line at South Carolina State, 
East Tennessee State and Elon, before 
going to Iowa as a graduate assistant. 
Kaczenski said he had to work hard 
to learn the finer points of coaching 
defensive line, picking the brains of 
defensive coaches as he grew as a coach. 
“An offensive lineman can do only 
three things to you.” Kaczenski said. “You 
prepare during the week and you teach, 
this is what they're looking at. That really 
helped me my first couple years, teaching 
how these offensive guys are going to try 
to attack you. I hope that helped them 
down the line to become better football 
players. I really do think guys on opposite 
sides of the line do give each other too 
much credit and really when you break it 
down, I have to beat the guy in front of me. 
“I'm not saying I know the details now, 
but when I didn’t know anything, that’s 
how I taught it. This is what these guys 
are trying to do to you.” 
During bowl practices, Kaczenski took 
a back seat, observing the group he will 
inherit full-time in the spring. There is 
plenty of returning talent on the defensive 
line and the opportunity to spend time 
around the team will help the Huskers and 
Kaczenski when spring practice begins. 
At the bow! practice. Kaczenski said 
his moves all came down to getting a few 
breaks. 
“I told my dad, “Can you believe 
this? Thirteen years ago I’m walking 
the sidelines at Erie (Pa.) Cathedral 
Prep High School and now I’m wearing 
Nebraska colors. * he said. “You never 
know, timing is everything and getting a 
couple breaks.” And weathering a crazy 
month. N 


Read daily Husker reports from 


Michael Bruntz at Huskersillustrated.com 


Follow him on Twitter @michaelbrunts 
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A Children’s 
Brain Tumor Cure 


achildrensbraintumorcure.org 


it's time to help pediatric brain 
Cancer patients reach the end zone 
so they can enjoy the victory of life... 


_ DID YOU KNOW? 
_-s * ei iis | es aint 


* Scientists believe Tal 
breakthroughs are close, AChil draw 
funding is available Say BrainTumor Cure 


achildrensbraintumorcure.org 


by Terry Douglass 


. the first 
half, Nebraska’s bid to upset South 
Carolina in the Capital One Bowl 
appeared to be alive and well. 

However, the fortunes of both 
teams were about to change — and 
quickly. On second and | at the 

Gamecocks’ 49-yard line with time 
running out in the second quarter, 
South Carolina quarterback 


Connor Shaw escaped pressure 
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from the Cornhuskers’ pass rush 
and lofted a long pass downfield 
into heavy traffic. 

Unfortunately for Nebraska 
(9-4), what initially looked like 
a harmless Hail Mary attempt 
turned into a touchdown. Six-foot-4 
junior wide receiver Alshon Jeffery 
out-jumped two Husker defenders, 
including All-America cornerback 


Alfonzo Dennard, to catch the pass 


2012 


and then dived into the end zone 
for what turned out to be a back- 
breaking score for the Gamecocks 
(11-2) in a 30-13 victory. 

“It certainly took some 
momentum away from us,” said 
Nebraska defensive coordinator 
John Papuchis, whose team 
suddenly trailed 16-13 at the 
intermission. “We would have been 
able to go in at the half with a 13-9 
lead. When we took the field for 
that series, that’s what we talked 
about: ‘Let’s make sure we go in at 
halftime with the lead.’ 

“Any time you give up scores 
in the last minute of the half ora 


game, at some point, that comes 


back to bite you.” 

Indeed, it did. 

With the momentum 
clearly shifted in its favor, 
South Carolina dominated 
the second half. After 
the Hail Mary score, the 
Gamecocks outgained 
Nebraska 132-64 in total 
yards, tacking on a pair of 
fourth-quarter TDs to pull 
away. 

Jeffery, who also had a 
78-yard reception, earned 
most valuable player honors 
with four receptions for 148 
yards and the tide-turning 
TD catch. He received the 


recognition despite being 
ejected from the game with 
a little more than 2 minutes 
remaining in the third 
quarter for an altercation 
with Dennard, who also was 
ejected. 

By then, however, the 
damage was done. 

“We practice that all the 
time,” Jeffery said of South 
Carolina’s Hail Mary pass 
play. “Normally, I tip it to 
someone. Coach (Steve) 
Spurrier told me if I got a 
chance to catch it, catch it 
and score (and) that’s what I 
did.” 


BAKER STEINKUHLER WAITS HIS TURN TO GO 


CAPITAL 


THROUGH PRE- 


NEBRASKA 
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| in or lose, Nebraska could 
almost always count on a 
stellar performance from 
linebacker Lavonte David 
during his two-year career with the 
Cornhuskers. 

That was the case again in the Capital 
One Bowl as the Miami Northwestern 
graduate returned to his home state to 
produce 11 tackles and two sacks in 
Nebraska’s 30-13 loss to South Carolina. 

“At the beginning it wasn’t very 
emotional,” said David, who won a high 
school state championship on the same 
field in 2007. “I was so excited, so I wasn’t 
thinking about it a lot, but at the end of the 
game, knowing that we could have had the 
victory, it kind of hurt.” 

With 285 career tackles, including 
133 in his senior season, David finished 
fourth on the Nebraska career-tackles list. 
Against South Carolina, David moved 
past Lee Kunz, who had 276 career 
tackles. 

A transfer from Fort Scott (Kan.) 
Community College, David said he took 


a moment to thank his teammates and 


coaches after the game. 

“Knowing that I’m going to be leaving 
these guys and I might not get the chance 
to see them again, I got a little emotional 


at the end,” David said. 


MISSED OPPORTUNITIES 


Nebraska head coach Bo Pelini said the 
Huskers simply missed too many chances 
to beat a Top 10-ranked team such as 
South Carolina. 

“We had plenty of opportunities, (but) 
we didn’t take advantage of them and for 
that I give South Carolina credit,” Pelini 
said. “But we did a lot to help them, and 
it’s a shame.” 

Among the more significant miscues 
for the Huskers: 

— A blocked PAT kick that was returned 
by South Carolina for two points. 

— Two turnovers -- both committed in 
Gamecocks’ territory. 

~ A missed 36-yard field-goal attempt 
in the third quarter. 

— After having just one penalty in the 
first half, the Huskers were flagged for 


nine infractions in the second half for 58 
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yards, including seven penalties in the 


third quarter alone. 
“We were our own worst enemy,” Pelini 


said. 


BURKHEAD'S REGRET 

Nebraska I-back Rex Burkhead said 
he was especially disappointed with the 
bowl loss to South Carolina because it 
prevented the Cornhusker seniors from 
ending their collegiate careers with a 
victory. 

“It really stinks to have the seniors go 
out this way,” Burkhead said. “I looked up 
to a bunch of those guys. | will miss them 
dearly, but we'll have some guys stepping 
up next year. It hurts right now. Hopefully, 
it gives us some motivation going into the 
offseason.” 

Burkhead rushed 23 times for 89 
yards against the Gamecocks, pushing 
his season totals to 284 carries for 1,357 


yards. 


FIRST-HALF SUCCESS 


In contrast to its second-half meltdown, 


Nebraska enjoyed offensive success 
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Alfonzo Dennard's college 
football career at Nebraska 


got into a post-play altercation 
with South Carolina star wide 
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that. There was no warning 
at all. That was the first time 


came to a premature end as receiver Alshon Jeffery. it happened ... he swung 
the senior cornerback with “I'm very sorry,” Dennard on me. | swung back. Like 
ejected for fighting late inthe _ said of his ejection. | said, that’s not the type of 


third quarter. The All-American 


against South Carolina’s highly regarded 
defensive unit in the first half. 

The Huskers went into the intermission 
with 189 yards of total offense, including 
100 yards rushing and 13 first downs. 
However, the Huskers were limited to 64 
total yards and five first downs in the second 
half and were held scoreless for the game’s 
final 48 1/2 minutes. 

“We controlled the line of scrimmage 
in the first half’ Nebraska coach Bo Pelini 
said. “We knocked them off the ball and 
executed well, plain and simple. I thought 
we played really well, but like I said, when 
you start getting the penalties, you take 
yourselves out of drives, and you can’t play 
that way, not against a defense like that, not 
against a front like that.” 

The early success prompted a strong 


statement from Pelini. 
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“Nebraska doesn't play like 


player | am.” 


“Tl say it straight out: Our football team 
feels we were a better football team than 
them,” Pelini said. “You have to earn it. It’s a 
humbling game. You give them credit. 

“They made plays and I give all the credit 
to South Carolina. We're a pretty good team, 
too, but we just didn’t execute in the times 


we needed to do it.” 


MARTINEZ CLIMBS 


Nebraska quarterback Taylor Martinez 
completed 10-of-16 pass attempts for 116 
yards, including a 30-yard TD pass to Kenny 
Bell in the first quarter, giving him 2,089 
passing yards for the campaign, which ranks 
sixth on the NU single-season list, and is the 
most ever by a sophomore for the Huskers. 
He surpassed the previous NU sophomore 
single-season passing mark of 2,074 yards 


set by Dave Humm in 1972. 


PELINI STILL PROUD 

Despite the loss, Nebraska coach Bo 
Pelini said he was proud of his team's 
accomplishments this season. 

“{told our kids in our locker room, ‘Walk 
out of here with your head held high/ and 
lam proud of their football team,’ Pelini 
said.“l am proud of the season we had. 
Obviously, we didn't finish the way we 
wanted, but it doesn't take away from 
where we are and where we're going and 
what we've accomplished. 

“Somebody had to lose that game and 
we had our opportunities.” 


Pelini also used his post-game press 


conference to thank Capital One Bow! 
representatives for their“outstanding 
treatment” of the Huskers. 

“It was a great week and great week for 


our team,’ Pelini said. 


WORTH NOTING 

> Nebraska had a first-quarter PAT 
attempt blocked and returned for two 
points. The missed PAT ended a streak of 
159 consecutive made extra points by 


the Huskers, dating to October of 2008 


against Baylor. The return for two points 
was the first fora NU opponent since 
Colorado's Greg Biekert had a PAT return 
on Nov. 2, 1991 in Boulder, Colo, ina 
19-19 tie. 

> Junior place-kicker Brett Maher missed 
a 36-yard field goal in the third quarter, 
marking just his fourth miss of the season 
and his first inside 50 yards. Nebraska had 
made 42 consecutive field goals from 

49 yards or less in a 31-game span. The 
Huskers’ previous miss from inside 50 


yards came against Oklahoma in Lincoln 


in 2009. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 1) Rex Burkhead looks for running room behind offensive lineman Marcel Jones. Photo 
by Aaron Babcock 2) Ameer Abdullah plunges into the endzone for a touchdown. Photo by Aaron Babcock 3) Alshon Jeffery 
makes a reception against Alfonzo Dennard. Photo by Scott Bruhn 4) D.J. Swearinger of the Gamecocks reacts after South 
Carolina was called for pass interference. Photo by Aaron Babcock 
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RUSHING OFFENSE: much of the talk coming into the bowl game had been 


about the challenge that South Carolina’s defensive line would present for the Huskers. 

At least in the run game, Nebraska showed it was up to task. Nebraska needed to move 

the ball on first down, and did a nice job of establishing the run game with Rex Burkhead 

- who ran for 71 yards on 15 carries before halftime. Burkhead finished the game with 89 yards 
rushing. Though South Carolina snuffed out the quarterback run game of Taylor Martinez, the 
offensive line did a nice job across the board of imposing its will on the South Carolina front-four. 
Martinez had a 36-yard run that accounted for his ground production. Nebraska got away from 
the run game somewhat in the second half, and found itself facing long third down situations. 


PASSING OFFENSE: the Huskers came out firing in the first quarter, when Martinez 


a hit Kenny Bell for a 30-yard touchdown strike on the Huskers’ first drive of the game. 

: Nebraska tried to stretch the field against the Gamecocks, but the Huskers never really 
succeeded in threatening South Carolina through the air, choosing instead to use the 
Gamecocks’ aggressiveness against it with screens and dump passes. South Carolina's 
secondary wasn’t anything to really scare the Huskers, but the team speed seemed to make 
Martinez’s lobbed passes more difficult to complete. In the second half, Martinez had little time 
to find receivers as the Gamecock defense dialed up the pressure. 


RUSHING DEFENSE: First of all, you know that sophomore tailback Marcus Lattimore 


was lost for the season, so the Huskers didn’t have to deal with the talented tailback. As 
a result, South Carolina’s running game wasn't what it might have been. Still, it probably 
figured to be better than it was, considering the Gamecocks ranked third in the SEC in 
rushing - averaging just under 200 yards per game. So the Huskers were able to stymie 
the running game, which mainly amounted to quarterback Connor Shaw tucking the ball 
and taking off when he could find no open receiver. 


PASSING DEFENSE: the final play of the first half can’t be ignored. The 51-yard, Hail 


Mary touchdown pass from Connor Shaw to Alshon Jeffery as time expired was a bad one 

for the Huskers. No way should the 6-foot-4, 230-pound Jeffery have been allowed to catch 

the ball in a goal-line scrum involving four Huskers and two other Gamecocks. If nothing 

else, Jeffery - who did push off - should have been grabbed, tackled, knocked down, etc. A 
penalty would have been much more desirable than a touchdown. Earlier in the quarter, 
Jeffery and Shaw teamed on a 78-yard pass play, but the opportunity was squandered with a 
missed field goal. All things considered, the Husker pass defense was effective enough to win. 


KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS: nebraska’s special teams struggled from start to 


finish. The Huskers lost early momentum when the Gamecocks blocked an extra point 
and returned it for a two-point score during the first quarter. Then, the coverage team 
struggled to handle South Carolina's kick returners, giving up returns of 45 and 38 yards. 
Even the normally reliable Brett Maher missed a field goal that canceled out a strong == 
opening drive of the third quarter. Nebraska's punting unit got a lot of work in the second half. 
Maher worked with the little room he had and helped flip field position several times. His punting 
was the lone bright spot of the unit. 


PHOTOS BY AARON BABCOCK 
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SCORING 


January 2, 2012 


Capital One Bowl at FloridaCitrus Bowl, Orlando, Fla. 


Attendance: 61,351 


NEBRASKA al 0 
SOUTH CAROLINA 9 7 


101] 11:58 NEB - Bell, Kenny 30 yd pass from 
Martinez, Taylor (Maher kick blocked), 3-46 0:56 


11:58 SC - Stephon Gilmore 
PAT return 


06:04 SC - Connor Shaw 1 yd run ay 


Wooten kick), 11-55 5:46 


03:33 NEB - Abdullah, Ameer 1 yd run 


(Maher, Brett kick), 8-60 2:31 


102| 00:00 SC - Alshon Jeffery 51 yd pass from 
Connor Shaw Uay Wooten kick), 3-71 0:38 


12:25 SC - Kenny Miles 9 yd pass from 
Connor Shaw (ay Wooten kick), 5-41 2:26 


03:05 SC - Kenny Miles 3 yd run Uay Wooten 


kick), 13-71 6:20 


TEAM STATS pecs secs 


FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-int. 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Possession Time 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 


199 
2 
116 


116 
4 


n 


16 


230 


| 1016-1 11-17-0 


13.5 
20.9 
2 
351 
57 
6.2 
1-0 


2-19-0 
95 
2-73-0 
36.5 
1-3-0 
0-0-0 
29:11 
4 of 13 
3 0f3 
3-4 
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SUMMA | 


NEBRASKA 


NO GAIN LOST NET TD LG AVG 


RUSHING 


Burkhead, Rex 
Martinez, Taylor 
Bell, Kenny 
Marlowe, Tim 
Abdullah, Ameer 
Reed, Kyler 
Totals 


PASSING 
Martinez, Taylor 


RECEIVING 
Burkhead, Rex 
Bell, Kenny 
Cotton, Ben 
Legate, Tyler 
Totals 


PUNTS 
Maher, Brett 


RETURNS 
Abdullah, Ameer 
Whaley, Alonzo 


FIELD GOALS 
Maher, Brett 


DEFENSE 
4David, Lavonte 8 
34Meredith,C. 5 
3CStafford,D. 5 
51 Compton, Will 4 
55 Steinkuhler, B4 
15Dennard,A. 4 
17 Evans, Gante 3 
97Rome, Chase 2 
39 Blatchford, J. 2 
23Thorell,L. 2 
8 Cassidy, Austin 1 
7 Carter, Joseph 1 
90Moore,T. 1 
45Whaley,A. 1 
BAAbdullah,A. 1 
2ABell, Antonio 1 
6A Cooper, Corey 1 
98 Williams,J. 0 
46 Martin, Eric 0 
11 Green, A. 0 


NO YDS LG NO YDS LG 


1 
0 


3 


e-em coocoeooenvw oon ooo co o 


23 
6 


CAI 


10-16-1 


0 


0 
0 


QTR 
3rd 


2 89 
45 37 


yoS 1D 
m6 1 


Ne2014 214 1 


ewww ae aw ew wt NNN WwW eeu 


0B 3. 
0 36 23 
0 4 140 
0 6 60 
hos 
0 0 80 
1 36 30 

LONG SACK 

30 6 
mT LONG 

0 26 
1 30 
° 2 
o 6 
1 30 


1 


YDS AVG LONG IN20 TB 


197 394 46 1 0 
CKOFS INTERCEPTIONS 

NO YDS LG 

2 44 «(27 0 0 0 
14 4 o oo 
TIME DISTANCE __RES 

10:45 = 35yards = Missed 


TS AT TT SACK-YD TFLYD FF FR-YD INT-YD BU BLK QBH 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


NO GAIN LOST 


RUSHING 
Kenny Miles 
Connor Shaw 
Ace Sanders 
Damiere Byrd 
Team 

Totals | 


Connor Shaw 


RECEIVING 
Alshon Jeffery 
Ace Sanders 
Kenny Miles 
Rory Anderson 


J.Cunningham 
Totals 


PUNTS 
Scribner-Howard 


RETURNS 

Ace Sanders 
Stephon Gilmore 
Bruce Ellington 


FIELD GOALS 
Jay Wooten 


36 Swearinger, D. 
26 Allen, A. 

45 Paulk, R. 
5AGilmore, S. 

98 Taylor, D. 


5 
5 
4 
3 
7Cowney,J. 4 

42 Robertson, T. 3 
2Holloman,D. 3 

6 Ingram, M. 3 
99Quarles,K. 3 
| 32Bowens,R. 1 
54Wilson,S. 2 
9SGolightly,S. 2 

24 Smith, Q. 2 
27Hampton,V. 2 

1B Williams,B, 1 
33Jeffery,D. 1 
86Lowery,B. 1 
T2Whitlock,C. 1 
57Fordham,A. 0 
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NET TD LG AVG 


2nd 05:49 


108 3-9 
2.013 213 
052 24 

18 
15-13 2413 


13 


1 


1-0 


20yards Missed 


5s 68 1 1 45 
9 73 31 fe 1 2s 122 
3 5 © Mise 0: 0 50 
Tes 7m 0 3 30 
2 0 ‘6 fen 0 0; 30 
40 159 38 1 2 2 30 

CAI YDS 1D LONG SACK 
1170 2302-278 4 
NO YARDS TD LONG 
4 148 1 78 
3 45 0 B 
2 B 1 9 
1 2 0 2 
1 3 0 3 
nN 20 2 7 
NO YDS AVG LONG IN20 TB 
5s 97 394 4 +O 1 
Punts (cores ONTERCEPTIONS 

NO YDS LG NO YDS LG NO YDS IG 

29 2B 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 3 

0 0 2 78 45 0 

QTR TIME DISTANCE RES 


DEFENSE TS AT TT SACKYD TFLYD FF FR-YD INT-YD BU BLK QBH 


Zone 


Papuchis 
takes on 
role of 
leading the 
Blackshirts 


hen Bo Pelini 
announced 
his first staff 
in 2008, he 
described John Papuchis as 


a rising star in coaching, 


a description he has since 
repeated. Papuchis, who 
began as defensive ends and 
special teams coach, was 
responsible for the defensive 
line and special teams as 
well as serving as recruiting 
coordinator this season. 
And now he’s the defensive 
coordinator. 

On the Thursday before 
Christmas, Pelini announced 
that Papuchis would succeed 
his brother in that position. 
Carl Pelini left to become 
the head coach at Florida 
Atlantic. 

In a prepared statement, 
Bo Pelini said the 33-year-old 
Papuchis “is an outstanding 
coach in every area — on the 


field, in the meeting room, 
as a recruiter — and he is 
more than prepared to take 
the next step in his coaching 
career. He has worked 
alongside me for seven 
years, going back to our time 
together at LSU, and I have 
complete confidence in his 
coaching abilities.” 

Pelini also announced the 
hiring of Rick Kaczenski 
as defensive line coach. 
Kaczenski has spent the 
past five seasons coaching 
the defensive line for Kirk 
Ferentz at Iowa. 

Kaczenski, who’s from 
Erie, Pa., was a three-year 
starter at center at Notre 
Dame. He participated in 
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Kaczenski File 


2007-11: lowa, 
defensive line 


2005-06: lowa, 
grad assistant 
(offense) 


2004: Elon, offensive line-tight 
ends 


2003: East Tennessee State, 
offensive line-tight ends 


2002: South Carolina State, 
offensive line 


1999-01: South Caroline, grad 
assistant (offense-recruiting) 


1998: Erie (Pa.) Cathedral Prep, 
offensive line 


the Huskers’ first Capital One 
Bowl practice in Orlando on the 
Tuesday after Christmas. 

Pelini indicated that 
linebackers coach Ross Els was 
taking over for Papuchis as 
special teams coordinator and 
that Papuchis would be giving 
up his recruiting coordinator 
duties, as well. 


DEFINITIVE DEFENSIVE 
COORDINATOR 


John Papuchis becomes the 
eighth Cornhusker assistant with 
the title defensive coordinator. 
The first was Monte Kiffin 
in 1973, when Tom Osborne 
succeeded Bob Devaney as head 
coach. 

Devaney didn’t have 
coordinator titles. George Kelly 
worked with the defensive line 


before leaving for Notre Dame 
following the 1968 season, 
when Kiffin succeeded him. At 
that same time, Osborne, the 
receivers coach, began meeting 
with the quarterbacks and 
coordinating the offense. 

“Tom didn’t want to have 
coordinators (either),” McBride 
said. “Tom didn’t like titles, 
period.” 

Osborne coordinated the 
offense during his 25 seasons 
as head coach, and Kiffin had 
the defensive coordinator’s title 
from Osborne’s first season until 
he left for Arkansas following 
the 1976 season to be the 
defensive coordinator under the 
Razorbacks’ new head coach, 
Lou Holtz. 

Lance Van Zandt, who 
coached the defensive backs, 
succeeded Kiffin and was the 
Huskers’ defensive coordinator 
through 1980, when he left to be 
an assistant for the New Orleans 
Saints. 

Osborne didn’t name a 
coordinator following Van 


Zandt’s departure, though 
McBride, who succeeded Kiffin 
as defensive line coach, called 
the defenses during the 1981 
season. Without a coordinator, 
however, “everybody was going 
in different directions,” said 
McBride. 

Someone had to be in charge, 
and that someone was McBride, 
who was given the title in 
1982 and shaped Nebraska’s 
Blackshirt tradition more than 
anyone during his 19 years as 
coordinator. 

McBride had been the 
defensive coordinator at 
Wisconsin. He was first the 
Badgers offensive line coach, but 
after the defensive coordinator 
was fired, head coach John 
Jardine called him in. 

“T thought I was getting fired, 
too,” McBride said. 

Instead, Jardine told him he 
would be coaching the defensive 
line and serve as defensive 
coordinator. As McBride 
recalled, his response was: “Oh, 
OK... to what? Oh, really?” 


ee ee eee 
CORNHUSKER DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS 


Monte Kiffin 
Lance Van Zandt 
Charlie McBride 
Craig Bohl 

Bo Pelini 

Kevin Cosgrove 
Carl Pelini 


John Papuchis 


1973-76 (defensive line) 
1977-80 (secondary) 
1982-99 (defensive line) 
2000-02 (linebackers) 

2003 

2004-07 (inside linebackers) 
2008-11 

Dec. 2011 


BY MIKE SCHAEFER 
— RECRUITING EDITOR, 


HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 


NOTEBOOK 


Recruiting heats up 


Nebraska lands trio of recruits, gets affirmation from one 
of nation’s top wide receivers 


The Nebraska Cornhuskers 


have made a strong push 
in its recruiting efforts in 
recent weeks. The Huskers 
have picked up three new 
commitments, as well as 
re-establishing a solid 
commitment from one of the 
class’s top offensive players. 
The lack of defensive depth 
on Nebraska's current roster 
shows as the Huskers have 
put more of an emphasis on 
defensive players for this class. 
The Huskers have added one 
cornerback, one linebacker and 
lineman since Dec. 22. 
MOHAMMED SEISAY 
kicked off the commitments 
by announcing through 
social media that he would 
be choosing the Huskers over 
Arkansas. Seisay, a 6-foot-2. 
200-pound 4-star cornerback, 
chose Nebraska because of 


his relationship with Husker 


assistant Corey Raymond as 
well as with head coach Bo 
Pelini. 

Pelini’s aggressive pursuit of 
Seisay won over the recruit. 

“Bo Pelini came on the 
team’s bye week and they’ve 
been recruiting me hard since 
October.” Seisay said. “1 
appreciate everything they've 
done for me, and like I said 
relationship was the No. | key 
in my decision.” 

The addition of Seisay is 
big for the Huskers, as the 
cornerback can provide the 
team with an immediate 
presence in the secondary. 

He looks to be the immediate 
replacement for All-Big Ten 
cornerback Alfonzo Dennard. 

Seisay originally signed 
with Memphis in 2009. The 
cornerback redshirted his first 
season, before starting in 2010. 


He then transferred to Eastern 


Arizona in an effort to start 


over his recruitment process 


and see what teams had interest. 


Despite playing in only 
eight games, Seisay had an 
immediate impact in the 
Gila Monsters’ secondary, 
intercepting six passes and 
returning two for touchdowns. 
He also notched 22 tackles on 
the season. 

In his one season at 
Memphis, Seisay finished with 
39 tackles, two interceptions 
and three pass break-ups in 12 
games. He was named to the 
Conference USA All-Freshman 
Team. 

Seisay enrolls this spring 
semester and has two years of 
eligibility left. 

The Huskers then picked 
up two commitments during 
the Semper Fidelis All- 
American Bowl. AVERY 
MOSS (pictured), a 6-4, 
240-pound defensive end 
chose Nebraska over Purdue 
during the fourth quarter of the 
all-star exhibition. Moss gave 
a shout out to Husker assistant 
JOHN PAPUCHIS during the 
announcement. 

“T just love Nebraska and 
everything about it.” Moss 
said. “The academics and the 
coaches were crucial to my 
decision. Coach Papuchis is the 
man. I love talking to him and | 
can’t wait to play for him.” 

Moss is the definition of 


potential. He’s only been 
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Sartor Hamann 
presents 
DIAMONDS IN 
THE ROUGH 


Each week on 
Huskers Illustrated Radio 


The Engagement Ring Store 


SEEaNESRASK A Sasa 


SARTORHAMANN.COM 


playing football for 18 months. 
Current Husker. TODD PEAT, 
JR.. was the person who 
convinced Moss that he could 
have a future in the sport. 

Peat and Moss are cousins 
and their relationship had an 
impact on his decision. 

“T know having Todd there 
to guide me is a good thing for 
me.” he said. “I’m glad I have 
someone to push me and make 
me better.” 

Coaches love Moss’s 
potential and see a player who 
is still learning the game, while 
growing into his body. The 
lineman said he'd be willing to 
redshirt. 

One other thing Moss 
liked about Nebraska was 
the program's commitment 
to academics. He said he was 
very impressed by the support 
staff and enjoyed learning 
about Nebraska's psychology 
department. 

Education is important for 
Moss. 

“It is the most important 
thing there is in a school,” Moss 
said. “That's been drilled into 
my head by my mother. No 
matter how good you are or 
how good you can be, the ball 
is going to stop for everybody 
some day.” 

Moss said he wants to make 
sure he’s set up for success after 
his playing days are over. 

“If you look at academic 


success in colleges, Nebraska 


— 
2012 HU 


SKER COMMITS 
tok Ik 
GREGMCMULLEN 
DE, 6-5, 225, Akron, Ohio 
(Archbishop Hoban) 
247Sports Rating: 94 


tok 
JARED AFALAVA 


OLB, 6-1, 210, South Jordan, UT 
(Bingham) 
247Sports Rating: 93 


2.0.0.4 
MICHAELROSE 


LB, 6-0, 225, Kansas City Mo. 
(Rockhurst) 
247Sports Rating: 93 


tok ak 
PAUL THURSTON 


OT, 6-5, 275, Arvada, Colo. 
(Arvada West) 
247Sports Rating: 92 


kkk 
MOHAMMED SEISAY 


CB, 6-2, 200, Thatcher, Ariz. 


Eastern Arizona College 
247Sports Rating: 90 


kkk 
JORDAN WESTERKAMP 


WR, 6-1, 190, Lombard, Ill. 
(Montini Catholic) 
247Sports Rating: 90 


has the most Academic 
All-Americans in the 
NCAA.” he said. “More 
than Stanford or Notre 
Dame, that’s pretty big. 
They are definitely doing 
something right with their 
athletes over there.” 
Following the Semper 
Fidelis game, 4-star 
JARED AFALAVA 
became the fourth 


linebacker to commit 


to the Huskers. Afalava 
provides Nebraska with a 
heavy dose of athleticism 
and hopes to help ease 


the pain of losing All- 


American Lavonte David. 


Afalava, 6-1, 210 
pounds, chose Nebraska 
because it was the best fit 
for him. 

“I'm going to 
Nebraska.” Afalava said. 


“I love the coaches and 
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2012 HU 


SKER COMMITS 
kkk 

THOMAS BROWN 

ILB, 6-2, 212, Gardena, Calif. 


(Junipero Serra) 
247Sports Rating: 88 


tok 
ZAIRE ANDERSON 


LB, 6-0, 220, Riverside, Calif. 
(Riverside CC) 
247Sports Rating: 87 


tok 
TOMMY ARMSTRONG 


QB, 6-1, 200, Schertz, Texas 
(Byron P Steele) 
247Sports Rating: 86 


 ooeas 
AVERY MOSS 


WDE, 6-4, 245, Tempe, Ariz. 
(Corona Del Sol) 


247Sports Rating: 86 


ok 
SAMCOTTON 


L 


TE, 6-4, 235, Lincoln, Neb. 
(Lincoln Southeast) 
247Sports Rating: 81 


they want me to play 
middle linebacker. I think 
that is a good fit for me 
and I can’t wait to get out 
there and get to work.” 
The linebacker 
joins fellow freshmen 
THOMAS BROWN and 
MICHAEL ROSE in the 
2012 class, as well as 
junior college linebacker 
ZAIRE ANDERSON. 
The Huskers will need 
contributions from a few 
of them to help make up 
for the loss of David. 
Even though 


he was already 


committed, JORDAN 
WESTERKAMP’s 
decision to reaffirm his 
verbal pledge to Nebraska 
Was met with a huge sigh 
of relief. Many Husker 
fans were concerned that 
Westerkamp would want 
to stay closer to home and 
play for Notre Dame. 

The 4-star receiver 
originally committed 
to Nebraska in May. He 
received an offer from 
Notre Dame in November 
and took a visit, but 
ultimately his love for the 


Husker program won out. 


“T knew at the end of 
the day I had to follow 
my heart and do what I 
wanted to and not what 
other people wanted me 
to do,” Westerkamp said. 
“T just love Nebraska. I 
followed my heart.” 

The wide receiver gives 
Nebraska another threat 
for its evolving passing 
attack. Westerkamp said 
he trusts the coaching 
staff's ability to put 
together a good offense in 
the coming seasons. 

“The coaches were 
telling me where they're 
going with the offense 
and the passing and how 
much they'll go into,” he 
said. “Really, I believe in 
coach (Tim) Beck, Coach 
(Rich) Fisher, Coach 
(John) Garrison, Coach 
Pelini and the whole staff. 
I just can’t wait to be a 
part of it.” 

Now that the process is 
finally over, Westerkamp 
said that he’s ready to 
move on to signing day 
and get prepared for the 
2012 season. 

“Pm 100-percent a 
Husker.” he said. “P’m 
staying committed. I’m 
certainly excited to have 
this all done, and now I 
can start to look forward 
and get ready to come in 
there and hopefully start 
as early as possible and be 
a full-time Husker.” 

Read daily recruiting 
updates from Mike Schaefer at 


Huskerstllustrated.com 
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So 


(Trusted Choice’ 


§ Life’s full of 
B choices. 


So it’s nice to have a little help 
when it comes to insurance. 


h 


(Trusted Choice* Presents 


Choice Numbers 


BY AARON BABCOCK 


Welcome to the first installment of choice numbers. Each issue we will try to share some of the more 
interesting numbers that you may not have read about Husker football. After some stellar individual 
performances, but a disappointing finish, there are numbers that can be seen as either positive or 
negative. That's for you to judge. 


ELITE COMPANY 


Rex Burkhead was one of just four FBS running backs to have 284 carries, gain at least 1400 yards, 
rush for 10 touchdowns and lose 50 yards or less. 


Player,School =| Gm__Att Gained Lost Net Avg TD Yds/Gm 
Montee Ball, Wisconsin 14 307 1954 31 1923 63 33 1374 
Chris Polk, Washington 13. 293 1535 47 1488 5.1 12 114.5 
Branden Oliver, Buffalo 12 306 1444 49 13955 G46" 18 116.3 


REX BURKHEAD, NEBRASKA 13 284 1406 49 1357 48 £15 104.4 


COMPARING THE FIRST 4 YEARS 

Bo Pelini (2008-11) 

atHome: 23-6 (8-4 Big 12, 3-1 Big Ten), Outscored opponents 919-500, 
11,530 yards (5,483 rushing/6,047 passing) 

vs. Top 25: 7-10 

vs. Top 10: 2-7 


Bill Callahan (2004-07) 

atHome: 19-8 (10-6 Big 12), Outscored opponents 913-561, 11,585 yards (4,479/7,106) 
vs. Top 25: 3-10 

vs. Top 10: 0-7 


Frank Solich (1998-2001) 
atHome: 26-1 (15-1 Big 12), Outscored opponents 1032-353, 11,343 yards (8,042/3,301) 
vs. Top 25: 10-8 


vs.Top 10: 4-4 
QUICK HITTERS i 
Number of times Taylor Martinez has been sacked during his 25- 
game career...has been sacked in all but 3 games. 
0 Defensive touchdowns for Blackshirts in 2011. 
Receptions by Kenny Bell, a team-high...Brandon Kinnie finished 
3 2 with 22 after leading the team with 44 in 2010. Marked the first time 
a freshman led the team in receptions since Nate Swift in 2005. 
Number of consecutive field goals made in bowl games until Brett 
Maher’s miss against South Carolina. Last miss was by David Dykes 
against Michigan State in the 2003 Alamo Bowl. 
2 1 Sacks by the Blackshirts, fewest since 2007 (13) 


10 7 Nebraska's record in last 17 games 
a 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


Huskers working to 
learn consistency 


Despite youth, Nebraska jumps out to perfect 
start in conference play | RYNE STEFANKIEWICZ 


After an 11-1 non- 
conference record, the 
Huskers entered Big Ten 
play not knowing exactly 
who they were, either. 
Wins hadn’t been hard to 
come by, but an identity 
had been, which is what 
Nebraska coach Connie 


Yori hoped the young 
Huskers could do over 
the course of a 16-game 
conference season. 
“We're trying to figure 


AS THE NEBRASKA WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
TEAM ENTERED THE BIG TEN PORTION 

OF ITS SCHEDULE, 11 NEW OPPONENTS 
WEREN'T THE ONLY UNKNOWNS 


out who we are because 
we're so young,” Yori said. 
“What do we want to do? 
We want to be a pressing 
and running team, which 
we have done. But we're 
not consistent in either of 
those areas yet. That’s 
who we've tried to be, but 
we still have a lot of work 
to get better.” 

The Huskers’ lack of 
consistency is mostly 
due to youth. Nebraska 
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has two seniors (Kaitlyn 
Burke and Harleen 

Sidhu) and two juniors 
(Lindsey Moore and 
Meghin Williams) on their 
12-player roster. The youth 
has led to bumps in the 
road this season, namely at 
then-No. 25 Georgia Tech. 
But the Huskers have 
defeated three other ranked 
opponents, coming from 
behind to beat Florida 
State, throttling No. 23 
USC 68-50 at home and 
beating No. 16 Penn State 
to open conference play 
Dec. 30. 

“The comeback win 
against Florida State was 
really good for us,” Yori 
said. “Georgia Tech was a 
learning experience for our 
young players. Everything 
is a learning experience 
when you're young. You 
need to learn and grow 
from it.” 

Against Georgia Tech, 
Nebraska committed 26 
turnovers. The Yellow 
Jackets made the Huskers 
pay. Yori expects 
conference foes to do the 
same. 

The Huskers also turned 
over the ball 26 times 
against Penn State. 

“We break down a lot 
still,” the 10th-year head 
coach said. “Some teams 
have made us pay for that, 
and we've played some 
teams who haven't. But 


PRESSURE A BOTHER 
Nebraska's full-court pressure 

has bothered opponents early in 
the season. Through the first 13 
games, the Huskers already had 
137 steals, averaging a Big Ten- 
best 10.5 steals per game. Last 
season, Nebraska produced just 
167 steals in 31 games 


AMONG BIG TEN’S BEST 
Nebraska ranked third in the 
Big Ten in scoring defense during 
non-conference play, allowing 
just 56.5 points per game, but 
was significantly better at home. 
The Huskers surrendered just 48.8 
points per contest, including just 
27 points to Texas-Pan American 
on Dec. 4 - the fewest points 
allowed by a Husker team since 
1975.In 16 halves of basketball 
at home, Nebraska has held 
opponents to 22 points or less 
nine times. 


SECOND-BEST START 
Nebraska's 12-1 start is tied for 
the second-best 13-game start 
in school history. The 2009-10 
Huskers opened the season 13-0 
on their way to a school-record 30 
consecutive wins. The only other 
Husker team to start 12-1 was the 
1996-97 Huskers (16-1). 


BEST IN ATTENDANCE 

The Big Ten finished second 
among all conferences in 
attendance in 2010-11. The 
conference averaged 4,161 fans 
per contest last season, joining 
the Big 12 as the only conferences 
to average more than 4,000 fans 
per game. Nebraska finished 21st 
last season, after finishing seventh 
in 2009-10. 


DOUBLE TROUBLE 

Coach Yori feels her team’s 
biggest asset is having two 
players who can score in game- 
winning situations. “One of 
our strengths is that we have 
two really good scorers in our 
program in Jordan Hooper and 
Lindsey Moore," Yori said. “Those 
guys have shown that they can 
make big shots and play big when 
the game is on the line.” 


: 


T+-12 Women’s Basketball Schedule 
DATE OPPONENT J LOCATION __TIME/SCORE 
OCT.30 PITTSBURGST(EXH) DEVANEYCENTER 86-55 (W) 
NOV.6 NEB-KEARNEY(EXH) DEVANEY CENTER 85-55 (W) 
NOV.12 ARK-PINE BLUFF DEVANEY CENTER 95-43 (W) 
NOV.15 MISS. VALLEYSTATE DEVANEYCENTER 99-53 (W) 
NOV.18 #23 USC DEVANEY CENTER 68-50 (W) 
NOV. 21 SAVANNAH STATE DEVANEY CENTER 70-50(W) 
NOV. 25 FLORIDA A&M TALLAHASSEE, FL 72-64 (W) 
NOV. 27 #24FLORIDASTATE TALLAHASSEE, FL 66-63 (W) 
NOV. 30 GEORGIA TECH ATLANTA, GA 57-73 (L) 
DEC.4 UT-PANAMERICAN DEVANEYCENTER - 65-27 (W) 
DEC.8 CREIGHTON DEVANEY CENTER 66-55 (W) 
DEC.10 N. ARIZONA FLAGSTAFF, AZ 97-88 (W) 
DEC.18 VERMONT DEVANEY CENTER 94-41 (W) 
DEC.21 SOUTHDAKOTAST DEVANEYCENTER 80-71 (W) 
DEC.30 *PENN STATE UNIV. PARK, PA 71-63 (W) 
JAN.5 *INDIANA DEVANEY CENTER 62-48(W) 
JAN.8 *IOWA IOWA CITY, IA 77-72 (W) 
JAN.12 *WISCONSIN MADISON, WIS 6PM 
JAN.15 *PENN STATE DEVANEY CENTER 2:05 PM 
JAN.19 *OHIO STATE COLUMBUS, OH 5PM 
JAN. 22 “MINNESOTA DEVANEY CENTER 5PM 
JAN. 26 “IOWA DEVANEY CENTER 7:05 PM 
JAN. 29 “ILLINOIS CHAMPAIGN, ILL NOON 
FEB.2 *PURDUE WESTLAFAYETTE.IND 7PM 
FEB.9 *MICHIGAN DEVANEY CENTER 7:05 PM 
FEB.13  *MINNESOTA MINNEAPOLIS, MN 6:30 PM 
FEB.16 “NORTHWESTERN DEVANEY CENTER 7:05 PM 
FEB.19 *WISCONSIN DEVANEY CENTER 1PM 
FEB. 23 *MICHIGAN STATE EAST LANSING, MI 5OR7 
FEB.26 “OHIO STATE DEVANEY CENTER 11,10R3 


MAR. 1-4 BIG TEN TOURNAMENT 


* BIG TEN MATCH; 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


ALL TIMES CENTRAL, DATES AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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we're entering a league where the 
teams are going to make us pay for 
mistakes.” 

The Big Ten isn’t as strong 
as the Big 12, though. Since 
1982, one Big Ten team (Purdue 
1999) has won the national 
championship. In that time, four 
Big 12 teams have won the NCAA 
Tournament. Five Big Ten teams 
made the NCAA Tournament 
field last season compared to 
seven from the Big 12, including 
national champion Texas A&M, 

“The biggest thing is that we 
played against a lot of teams that 
made it into the Tournament in 
the Big 12,” Moore said. “Every 
game, you had to bring it because 
you were playing against a 
tourney-type team.” 

The grind of the Big 12 should 
help Moore and Burke. As for the 
others, they’re going to have to 
learn the hard way. 

“The only players we have 
that have been through the grind 
of a tough conference season 
are Lindsey Moore and Kaitlyn 
Burke,” Yori said. “We have a lot 
of kids who this will be the first 
time they have to focus week in, 
week out and day in and day out. 
They’re going to have to learn 
to be great practicing players. 
There’s a difference between being 
a high school athlete and a Big 


Ten athlete. There are going to be 
bumps in the road.” 

Nebraska looks to add a bump 
of its own to the conference. The 
Huskers run-and-press style is 
in stark contrast to the rest of 
the league, which runs a more 
deliberate offense. 

“We like a fast-paced game,” 
Moore said. “We like to get up 
and down for sure. We like to 
pressure the ball 94 feet away 
from the hoop. We love to go in 
transition. Any time we can get 
in transition and get the game 
moving fast, that is what we want 
to do. We are a very up-tempo 
team.” 

While Big Ten coaches will 
have to prepare for one new style, 
Yori and her staff will have to 
prepare for 11. 

“There is some disadvantage 
to it,” she said, “there is no 
question.” 

Yori said it takes about three 
games against a coach to learn 
his or her tendencies in certain 
situations, which she had with Big 
12 coaches. Yori is going to have 
to learn on the run —a lot like her 
young team. 

“Tt’s ready or not, here we 
come into the Big Ten,” Yori said. 
“There is no hiding from it now. 
We're going to go in headfirst and 
see where that takes us.” 


PHOTO BY SCOTT BRUHN 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL 


Offensive struggles lead to 
winless conference start 


Nebraska looking for first Big Ten win after 
dropping first four league GAMES | srian nosentHaL 


= 


neg ESE.J 


PHOTO BY AARON BABCOCK 


DOC SADLER HAS ALWAYS STRESSED THE 
IMPORTANCE OF PLAYING GOOD DEFENSE. 
THAT MINDSET THROUGH HIS FIVE-PLUS 
SEASONS HAS HELPED NEBRASKA'S 


basketball team stay 
competitive with — and 
in some cases, defeat — 
teams with an overall 
talent advantage. 

But even Sadler knows 
that holding a team in the 
50s or 60s does no good 
if his team can’t crack 40. 

Yes, 40. That was the 


point total in two of 
Nebraska’s first three Big 
Ten Conference games, 
losses to Wisconsin and 
Ohio State. 

“As I said before and 
as I told the (assistant) 
coaches: No disrespect, 
because (players) are 


iving everything they've 
§ y § ) 


got. But 40 points... 
you've got to score more 
points,” said Sadler, the 
Nebraska coach. “J ain’t 
smart, but I ain’t stupid.” 

The lack of offensive 
production can be partly 
blamed on the periodic 
losses of center Jorge 
Brian Diaz and guard 
Dylan Talley. Both 
players missed five 
consecutive games — 
including the first three 
Big Ten games — because 
of injury. 

They returned, off the 
bench, ina Jan. 7 game at 
Illinois, a 59-54 Nebraska 


- loss. Diaz played 22 


minutes, finishing with 
nine points and three 
rebounds. Talley played 
28 minutes and scored 
six points. 

The mere inside 
presence of the 6-foot- 
11 Diaz, who averaged 
10.9 points per game 
before sitting out with 
chronic foot pain, opened 
teammates on the wing 
and provided an overall 
boost. Talley, bothered 
by a thigh bruise that’s 
calcified and won’t likely 
fully heal this season, 
was shooting 40 percent 


and averaging 9.1 points 


when he left the lineup. 

“Tt just adds so much to our 
team when we've got those two 
guys out there on the floor,” 
Sadler said. “They're only going 
to get better.” 

Or that’s what Sadler hopes. 
Given the nature of Diaz’s 
injury — read: chronic — there’s 
always the possibility Nebraska 
plays without him. The same 
could go for Talley. 

That’s why Sadler said he’s 
been tinkering with the offense, 
trying to find different ways to 
provide something of a spark. 

“We've been trying to add 
some stuff,” Sadler said. “You 
change some things, obviously, 
schematically. But you don’t 


just change that in a day or 


two, or a week. We'll get closer 
to being able to doing some 
different things, I think. Now, 
whether or not it’s going to be 
very good...” 

Nebraska fans will remember 
the 2008-09 season, when 
Sadler, with one of the shortest 
rosters in Division I basketball, 
used a five-guard lineup and 
managed an 8-8 record in the 
Big 12 Conference. 

Sadler said he doesn’t see that 
working in the Big Ten. 

“Tt’s a whole different 
league,” Sadler said, referring 
specifically to teams such 
as Ohio State, Wisconsin, 
Michigan State and Illinois, 
which boast strength and size 
inside. Nebraska plays each of 
those teams twice. 

“We're having to fight and 
do the best we can. I think our 
guys are doing that.” 

Sadler points at other 
ways of scoring more points 
— transition, free throws, 
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NOV. 7 


NOV. 11 


NOV. 14 


NOV. 20 


NOV. 23 


NOV, 26 


NOV. 30 


DEC. 4 


DEC.7 


DEC. 10 


DEC. 17 


DEC. 20 


DEC. 27 


DEC. 31 


JAN. 3 


JAN. 7 


JAN. 11 


JAN. 15 


JAN. 18 


JAN. 21 


JAN. 26 


FEB. 2 


FEB.5 


FEB.8 


FEB. 11 


FEB. 18 


FEB. 22 


FEB. 25 


FEB. 29 


MAR. 3 


OPPONENT 
DOANE (EXH) 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
USC 

RHODE ISLAND 
OREGON 

SOUTH DAKOTA ST 
WAKE FOREST 
CREIGHTON 

FL. GULF COAST 
TCU 

ALCORN STATE 
CENTRAL MICH 
WISCONSIN‘ 
MICHIGAN STATE* 
OHIO STATE* 
ILLINOIS* 

PENN STATE* 
WISCONSIN* 
INDIANA* 

OHIO STATE* 
1OWA* 
NORTHWESTERN* 
MINNESOTA’* 
MICHIGAN* 

PENN STATE* 
ILLINOIS* 
PURDUE* 
MICHIGAN STATE* 
lowa* 


MINNESOTA* 


MAR. 8-11 BIG TEN TOURNAMENT 
* BIG TEN MATCH; 


SSS ae Se ae 
11-12 Men‘s Basketball Schedule 


DATE 


LOCATION TIME/SCORE 


DEVANEY CENTER 76-54 (W) 
DEVANEY CENTER 65-48 (W) 
ATLOSANGELES,CA 64-61 OT (W) 
DEVANEY CENTER 83-63 (W) 
DEVANEY CENTER 76-83 (L) 
DEVANEY CENTER 76-64 (W) 
DEVANEY CENTER 53-55 (W) 
AT OMAHA, NEB. 66-76 (L) 
DEVANEY CENTER 51-50 (W) 
AT FORTH WORTH 69-57 (W) 
DEVANEY CENTER 60-46 (W) 
DEVANEY CENTER 72-69 (W) 
DEVANEY CENTER 40-64 (L) 
DEVANEY CENTER 55-68 (L) 
AT COLUMBUS, OHIO 40-71 (L) 


AT CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 54-59 (L) 


DEVANEY CENTER. 7:30 P.M. 
AT MADISON, WISC. 5 P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER 6 P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER 7 P.M. 
AT IOWA CITY, IOWA 6 P.M 

AT EVANSTON, ILL. 6P.M 

DEVANEY CENTER NOON 
DEVANEY CENTER 7:30 P.M. 
ATSTATECOLLEGE,PA. NOON 
DEVANEY CENTER 4P.M. 


ATWESTLAFAYETTE, IND. 5:30 P.M. 
AT EAST LANSING, MICH.7 P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER 8 P.M. 


AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 11:30 A.M. 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


ALL TIMES CENTRAL, DATES AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


Visit the NEW Huskerslllustrated.com 


offensive rebounds — and doesn’t 


» see many answers there, either. 


The Huskers don’t have the 


- depth to run the court, aren’t 


getting to the foul line with 
frequency and are sending 
at least three players back to 


defend in transition, therefore 


limiting chances for offensive 
rebounds. 

“Offensively, it’s a struggle 
right now, no doubt about it,” 
Sadler said. 

“If you’re waiting for a guy 
to get hot and go for 30, that’s 
probably not happening in this 


_ league on the perimeter, without 

_ an inside game. These dudes 
| are competitors. I’m not telling 
~ them anything offensively — I’m 


not telling them they can do this 
or do that. All I’m telling guys is 
to play as hard as you can play 


- and take good shots. For the 
: most part, I think they’re doing 
- that.” 


REDSHIRTS FOR TWO 
Don’t look for either senior 


center Andre Almeida or junior 


guard Ray Gallegos to play this 
season. 


Almeida, who’s been slow to 


' recover from off-season knee 


surgery, is planning to redshirt 


» and come back for his final 


year of competition in 2012-13. 
He’s participated in portions of 
practice, mostly in half-court 
work, but isn’t able to run the 
court without pain. Almeida 
returned home to Brazil over 
Nebraska’s winter break. 
Meanwhile, despite 
Nebraska’s depth problems, 
Sadler said he’s adhering to 
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Gallegos’ wishes to redshirt. 
If Gallegos plays, it will be his 
decision. 

“Winning’s my job. I ain’t 
stupid,” Sadler said. “But it ain’t 
going to be at an expense of a 
kid. That won't happen. I can 
promise you that.” 


TOUGH AT THE LINE 

Nebraska is on pace to 
challenge a school record for 
free-throw shooting percentage. 

Through 15 games, the 
Huskers were shooting 76.5 
percent on three-throws -- the 
exact mark of the 1967-68 team, 
which holds the school record. 
Nebraska could become only the 
third Husker team since 1948 to 
shoot higher than 75 percent on 
free throws. 

Nebraska is also challenging 
for one of the top 10 free-throw 
shooting percentages in Big 
Ten history; the 10th-place 
mark is 76.9, set by the 2005-06 
Michigan State team. 


FOX’S TIME 

Injuries to Diaz and Talley 
meant more minutes for walk-on 
Mike Fox, a 6-4 guard-forward 
from Beatrice, Neb. 

Fox played a career-high 12 
minutes against Ohio State, 
when he had to guard 6-9 
forward Jared Sullinger, a 
candidate for national player of 
the year. 

“That doesn’t happen to a 
Nebraska kid that often,” Fox 
said. “That’s the fun thing about 
it, just being from where I am, 
and to where I am now. It’s kind 


of surreal sometimes.” 


FROMTHE 


ARCHIVES 


AS GOOD 
AS IT GETS 


Cornerback Ralph 
Brown came from 
Bishop Amat High in 
Hacienda Heights, 
Calif., and started 
the Huskers’ opener 
against Michigan 
State in 1996 (shown 
here) as a true 
freshman. He started 
the final game of 

the 1999 season, a 
31-21 victory against 
Tennessee in the 
Fiesta Bowl. And he 
started every game in 
between, 52 in row, a 
Nebraska record and 
the second-most in 
NCAA history. Brown 
also was a first-team 
All-Big 12 selection 
his final three 
seasons and earned 
All-America honors 
as a senior. He led 
the Huskers in pass 
break-ups in each of 
his four seasons, with 
a school-record 15 in 
1999, breaking his 
own record of 14 the 
previous season. His 
50 career pass break- 
ups were a school 
record ata time 
when bowl game 
statistics weren't 
included in official 
totals, and finished 
with 11 career pass 


interceptions, tiedfor 


third-most in school 
history. In addition, 
he completed a 
degree in just seven 
semesters, 


mt 


NEBRASKA 34, 


MISSOURI 24 

Oct. 24, 1992 « Columbia, Mo. 

Nebraska 1410 0 10 - 34 
Missouri 04 7 3 - 24 


(N) Tommie Frazier 3 run (Byron Bennett kick) 

(N) Frazier 7 run (Bennett kick) 

(M) Mark Jackson 1 run Ueff Jacke kick) 

(M) O.J. Ofodile 13 pass from Jeff Handy 
(Uacke kick) 

(N) Calvin Jones 1 run (Bennett kick) 

(N) Bennett 26 field goal 

(M) Victor Bailey 39 pass Handy VJacke kick) 

(N) Bennett 26 field goal 

(M) Jacke 25 field goal 

(N) Frazier 5 run (Bennett kick) 


Attendance: 53,337 
See 


GAMESREMEMBERED iia acini 


Start of a new era 


Osborne surprises fans, media with unannounced 
start of Frazier at quarterback 


TOM OSBORNE MADE 


the decision to start true 


> Husker “we-backs,” Derek Brown 
and Calvin Jones, combined to rush for 
222 yards, including 148 on a season- 


high 25 carries by Brown. 


to Osborne. “But Tommie tucked the ball and dived 


>» The Faurot Field crowd included an 
deserved to start. By game _ over defenders into the end 
estimated 12,000 Husker fans. 


freshman quarterback time, Grant was in good zone. 


Tommie Frazier for the enough shape to play,” he Even though going 


first time on the Thursday said. for the touchdown was a 


» Nebraska’s two interceptions set up 


before the Missouri game. Frazier grasped the gamble, a six-point lead 


: ; touchdowns, including the game- 
seemed precarious given 


But he didn’t announce it opportunity. Though 


to reporters, who found out — completing only 9-of-20 the passing of Missouri clincher, which followed a John Reece 


like everyone else. when passes, he didn’t throw quarterback Jeff Handy, pick near mid-field 


the Huskers went onto the who completed 29 of 44 


an interception and , 
P midway through the 


field for their first series. finished with 234 yards for 424 yards and two 


Frazier had earned of total offense, including touchdowns, with two fourth quarter. 


the opportunity, in the 77 rushing, and three interceptions, The 424 


yards were the most ever 


sixth game of the season, 


after “two good weeks of 


touchdowns against a 


pesky Missouri team the 


allowed by Nebraska. 


» Split end Tyrone 


practice.” Osborne said, Huskers didn’t put away PGS SOROS 
Plus, senior Mike Grant, until 2:09 remained. TOM OSBORNE ON at defensive back as the 
< state ates sinacen Puned fi NOT ANNOUNCING 
pemarees to that por Nebraska a ‘a eepaneiANn THAT Huskers tried to stop the passing of Jeff 
missed some practice and-goal at the Missouri 
TOMMIE FRAZIER Handy. Hughes was Nebraska's fastest 


because of a back strain, 
suffered during a 29-14 
loss at No. 4 Washington in 
the third game. 

Grant's health “gave us 
a nudge” in the decision 


to start Frazier, according 
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5-yard line. Instead of 
kicking a field goal, 
which would have given 
the Huskers a six-point 
advantage, Osborne opted 
to put the ball in Frazier’s 


hands. Frazier rolled right, 


WOULD START: “There 
was really no big deal 

in starting Frazier. 1 just 
didn’t want Tommie to 
go through the hype and 
publicity he would have 
had to go through.” 


player (4.44 in the 40). 


» Missouri managed a net of 50 yards 


rushing on 22 carries. Handy was 


sacked twice. 


CROSSWORD 
&TRIVIA 


ACROSS 

2. Tom Novak Trophy co-winner 

4. Turner Gill's new school 

5. New defensive coordinator 

7. Leading receiver for 2011 season 

8. Co-winner of team MVP 

1. Cletus Fischer Native Son Award winner 


14. Carl Pelini’s new school 
16. 1994 Outland Trophy winner 


18. Guy Chamberlin Trophy winner rit | ti tl Fd 
19. Ejected from Capital One Bowl 


21. 2012 non-conference opponent || i 


| a 
SE TT Pt 


= 
rl 


23. First team Academic All-American in 2010 and 2011 

25. Ex-Husker offensive lineman now with Denver 
Broncos 

26. Ran for touchdown in Capital One Bowl 

28. Offensive MVP 

29. Taylor Martinez’s home state 


DOWN 
1. Caught touchdown pass in Capital One Bowl 
2. Special teams MVP 
3. Leading tackler in Capital One Bowl 
6. 2009 Lombardi Award winner 
7. Leading scorer for 2011 season 
9. Defensive MVP 
10. New defensive line coach 
12. Tom Novak Trophy co-winner 
13. Co-winner of team MVP 
15. New defensive line coach's former school 
16. 2011 Big Ten champion 
17. Rex Burkhead’s home state 
20. Leading rusher in Capital One Bowl 
22. Ex-Husker fullback now a San Francisco 49er 
assistant 
24. Ex-Husker linebacker now with New Orleans Saints 


A aeaeenee _ BRAIN BUSTER 


Answers will appear in the March issue. 

BOWL TIME II: The Capital One Bowl was the 

20th bowl game the Huskers have played 

in Florida, far and away the state in which 
they've played the most bowls. Stands to 
reason, right, considering they've played in 17 
Orange Bowls? But in what state have they played 
the second-most bowls? 


Answer will appear in our next issue 


JANUARY ANSWER: ACC (5-11), Pac-10 (1-4), Conference USA (0-1)* 
*1980 Cotton Bowl, Houston was a member of the Southwest Conference 


(CONAN NNO 
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JANUARY SOLUTION 
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Finding a silver lining 
to a cloudy finish 


Leave it to running backs coach Ron Brown to find a silver 
lining in the clouds of Nebraska's 30-13 Capital One Bowl 
loss, or at least to acknowledge the possibility of finding one. 

“There’s two ways of looking at this thing,” he said 
afterward, as busses idled nearby in preparation for taking the 
Huskers to the airport for the flight home. “We can get down 
and say we're a long way off, or we can say. “You know what, 
we're not very far off?’ 

“And we're not. We're really not. We have flashes. 
Everything in me today says we had a great chance to win this 
football game, and very well should have.” 

The margin of defeat says otherwise, of course. The final 
score wasn’t within the “should have” range. By game’s end, 
there “should have” been little doubt about the better team. 

Still, Nebraska contributed to its own demise. “I don't 
know if it was ever a case where we were out-matched.” said 
offensive coordinator Tim Beck. “Maybe that last drive.” 

At the risk of losing readers who have long since set 
aside the events of Jan. 2 in Orlando, Fla., Nebraska’s final 
possession included three consecutive sacks of quarterback 
Taylor Martinez, for a combined 15 yards in losses, preceding 
a 42-yard Brett Maher punt. 

“That's about the only time I felt, “We're in trouble here,” Beck 
said. “But other than that ... No.9 team in the country, probably 
end up being like (No.) 6 or 7 before it’s all said and done. 

“That shows you where our program’s at.” 

Actually, South Carolina was No. 10 in the Associated 
Press rankings prior to the game, a fine distinction. Either 
way, the Gamecocks figure to move up a little. 

Nebraska went into the game ranked No. 21, no fine 
distinction there. The Huskers likely won't be in the final top 


25, but even if they are that’s of little value. 


BY MIKE BABCOCK 


The issue 
isn’t where 
the program 
is. It’s where 
the program 
isn’t. It still 
isn’t back in 
the national 
picture, as 

it was for so 
many years. 
and that has 
significant 
implications. 


Redshirted freshman wide receiver Kenny Bell expressed it in terms other than 


rankings. “Nine wins isn’t going to be good enough here at Nebraska,” he said. 


“Nobody’s going to appreciate that. 


“So we've got to get better. And we're going to get better.” 


— 


The issue isn’t where the program is. It’s 
where the program isn’t. It still isn’t back in 
the national picture, as it was for so many 
years. And that has significant implications. 

Nebraska has to find its way back into the 
national-title discussion. 

The Huskers were there only briefly this 
season, climbing to No. 8 in the AP poll the 
week before the Wisconsin game. They were 
back to No. 9 after defeating Michigan State, 
but only for a week. 

They were in the AP Top 10 the first 
month and a half of last season, reaching 
No. 5, before the Texas debacle. Prior to that, 
they hadn’t been a Top-10 team since 2001. 
when Bell was 9-years-old. 

The Huskers “had flashes of brilliance” 
this season, “but we didn’t have the evidence 
of great consistency all the time.” Brown 
said. “If you're going to be a great team, 
you've got to have the brilliance that’s 
consistent. So it can’t just be flashes.” 

Brown recalled the 1991 Citrus Bowl, the 
Capital One Bowl’s immediate predecessor, 
a 45-21 loss to Georgia Tech. “It was 
probably as bad a defeat as we've had at 
Nebraska, and everybody was down on us,” 
he said. “People were ready to cast us out 
into the other half of college football.” 

Actually, the  more-than-half not 
consistently in the national discussion. 

“But we developed a fortitude, came back 
and won the conference championship the 
next two years and (played in) a national 
championship game the third year after that, 
and then we went on that string of national 
titles,” said the veteran Husker assistant. “So 
sometimes what looks like a cloudy day, 
turns in to be a bright sunny day if you can 


come through it.” N 


You can also read Mike Babcock each week 


at Huskerslustrated.com. 
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